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© Light in Darkneſs, 
hi O R, 


| A Modeſt Enquiry 


| Into, and humble improvement of MI- 
RACLES, in General, upon occaſion | 
| of this late 


- 


: 
MiRacuLouUus CURE 
O F 


Mariane Maillard ; 


| Who was 'Prodigiouſly Lame for many 
Years, now Wonderfully reſtored by an 
immediate Power of God with her, on 
the -26th Day of November, 1693. 
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To the Upright there ariſeth Light in the| | 
Darkneſs, Pſal. 112. 4. - | | 
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READER: 


Courteous Reader, 


Othing leſs than Obedience to the Hea- 
N _ Call, Zeal to the Glory of God, 
and a deſire that all may recetveGod's 
Witneſs and improve it, would have perſwaded 
me to put Pen to Paper, or youto the trouble of 
peruſing theſe Conjettural Thoughts m this 
Gout and Dark Day; But when the Lord 
God ſpeaks, who can but Prophecy? though 
he be as a Bottle in the Smoke, an 
Earthen Veſſel, not fit for ſuch New Wine ; 
Dark and Clouded, not able to perceive 
this Great Wonder ; _ _ can he or- 
der his. Speech concernin »y reaſon of 
Deke?” If the . Lor bed ker Can 
ſuch crooked bones be made ftreight! We 
A 2 might 


To the Reader| 


might with his leave, anſwer as Ezekiel 
did, Ezek. 37. 3. Lord thou knoweſt. Bu 
if he command us to Preach, and make 
, gry bones both the Text, and Hearers, we 
, muſt to our work, though ridicnl d for our 
Pains, My Work 1s not to give you a 
Narrative of this Comedy, whereof the be- 
ginuing - was turbulent, the end calm and 
comfortable ; this part I have left to "the 
Fifiortan. 1 have only given vent to haſty 
thoughts that offered themſelves freely, pe. 
are now caſt in this form; that 1 thereby 
may help the firſt Impreſſion, and make it 
deeper, by loading the Seal with this Cir- 
cumfcription. 
am hopeful that a begun Motion a- 
mong ſt Ps 4 Bones will he followed with 
his putting his Spirit in them, The 
only thing we want to compleat alk mn 
our 'prefent day, - and for which we ought \t0 
wait, "nntil his Spirit. be poured out 08 bys 
People, and his Vengeance on his Incorregs- 
ble Enemies, until which, all things will 
dechine and grow worſe. I, 7 this great- Exe- 
Cutor of. our Feſus his Will att toward WS, 
the work ts done as | be pleaſes im an '41- 
flant, "or gradually. If he a&t in us, and fie 
tg that Faith - and Love whereof he-is the 


hem, then we att above  onp'- ſelves. 
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| To the Reader. 
It's a wonder to think bow flroung a Chrt- 
flian is at one time, aud how weak at ano- 
ther , how full, and yet preſently empty x 
what a Lamp of Light, and yet quickly * 
walking in darkneſs. 

If we conld retain what he gives mn, 
Our Impreſſions Jhould exceed our Expreſſi- 
ons. Ingentia ſtupent, ſo 24 25s m the pre- 
ſent caſe. Thoughts and great thoughts rife 
in the heart, when the Tongue 1s not as the 
Pen of a ready Writer. I no more at# the 
part of the Qrator, than of the Fbſtorian : 
I had rather feed you with food convenient, 
than to' gingle in your Ear with fine words 
to make you flumber of ſleep, beth which are © 
mnſuitable when our light 1s come, and the 
glory of the Lord riſen npoit us. 1 preſume 
wot to give Light to the Learned, only am 
ambitious ta ſerve them, in helping their 
memories in. bandliug the Theſis. And be- 
ing more deſirous of 'a pious tmprovement of 
ſo great a Miracle, I have taken the greater 
liberty to. wave acurateneſs, and ſludy to bear 
home things mith the greateſt plainneſs in 
the Apodafis., And yet have nos with-beld 
from the Curions mbat may make them. ſearch 
whether: theſe thiugs. are ſo or not, oy at leaſt 
ta wiſh that all might prove ſo mm the 1ſſae. 
IF you. gell- me confident, if my confidence be 
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To the Reader. | 
3n him that hath encouraged all to believe 
by what he hath done, let it alone, for 
bleſſed are all they that truſt in him. If 
I ſpeak confidently as to Things or Perſons, 
that which is of God muſt ſtand, and the 
purpoſes of his heart muſt take effett. He 
ill net  forſake them * that ſeek him, 

Pſ. 9. ic. We want nothing but Faith. in 
God, for removing of Mountains, ſubduing. 
of Kingdoms, and obtaining of Righteouſ- 
weſs, &c. If I knew where to ſeek for it, 
I would go farther to find it, than the 
Queen of Sheba went to hear the Wiſdom of 
Solomon. ['s immdeed ſcarce to be found, 
' Some may call me a ſetter forth of Para- 
bles, be'it ſo, it concerns the: King, who 
t abaſing all that he alone may be Ex- 
alted 4nd I freely declare to you, that I 
_ will. rejoyce though I were an High Tree to 
be brought low, If my Lord and Maſter in- 
creaſe more and more,%. excuſe my imabi- 

lity to do better; in ſo great a haſt I would 
do better, and do heartily pray, that more 

expert in this way may do their beſt for 

helping to keep this work, alive, and all to 

. Smprove «t, This ts all I defire, if the Work 
need. more of your Charity, to ſpare it from | 
laſhes # Your Goodneſs cannot deny it. ' . Aud | 
this I beg ſo much the rather, becauſe the} 
| bafty | 
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To the Reader. 


haſty Printer hath miſerably Lam'd is in «ts 
coming out to aly- view; fir Curing of 
which, I pray you be ſo kend as to book on 
the Erratas,, aud Corref them as you go 
0N. 
May his Bleſſing. be upon you, and it for 
ftrengthning your Faith in the Bleſſed Promi- 


ſes, - and to wait till the Viſton ſpeak; fo 


as all concerned may hear, and live; which 
:s the Prayer of, &Cc. 


ERRATA 


Age 3. & ulr. r. vo Miracle. p. 4. 1 6. del. not. £ 26. del. 
only. þ. 5. L 14. y. Eclipſes. 15. for then, r. their. 1.28. 

7; Luke 18. 43, p.6. & 10. 7.07, b, 21. det. accoumr. p. 8:1. 24- 
7. gradu. p. 9. L. 19. for Miracle, r. Subflance. { 23. tor of, y. 
and. p. to. 4 3. for in works, 7. inwardly. /. 17. 7. ahena. þ 24. 
for it, ?. is. p. 42. & 13. for the, x. they. /. 37. 7. word-L 27, r. 
as the, p. 12. for Nature, y. Motion. p. 13. L 2g, for you, r. 
there. p. t4. +. 2. 7. never could. p. r9. 4. 15. r- 5 at."p.22. 4 22. 
for which, ». with. p. 23. 4 20. forthe, ». their. p. 24- & 9. 7. 


| Chuck, p. 34.4 25, 7. his... 28.1. 15, dd. laftly ro theend of 


the Paragraph, 


- BOOKS Proated for Tho. Parkhurſt. 

| HE Red, or the Sword ; the Preſent Di- 
lemma. vf. the Nations of England, Scor- 
land, and Ireland, Conſtdered, Argued, and 
Improved ; in a Diſcourſe from Ezekiel, Chap. 
21. Ver. 13: | | 

The Confirming Work of Religion : Or, Its Great 
Things made plain, by ther Primary Evidences 
and Demonitrations. © Whereby the meaneft in 
the Church, may foon be made able to render a 
Rational account of their Faith. 

The Preſent Aſpet# of our Times, and of the 
Extraordinary Conjunttion of Things therein. In 
2 Rational View-and Proſpe& of the ſame 3 as 
it reſpects the Publick Hazard and Szfety of 
Brittain in this Day. Both Writ by R. Fleming, 
Author of the Fulfiting of the Scriprgres. 

A Family Alrar Ereced to the Honour of the 
Eternal God :. Orya Svlemn Eſſay to promote the + 
Worſhip of God in Private Houſes : Being ſome Þ1 
Meditations on Geneſs: 35. 2, 3. * I 
© The Beſt Entail, Or, Dying Parents Living 
Hopes far their (urviving Children, grounded upon 
the. Covenant of Gods Grace, with Believers, 

and their Seed. Being a ſhore Difcourſe upon 

'2. Sam. 23. 5- Wherein isa Colle&ion of ſeve- | 
ral Covenant-Promiles to ſupport the Faith, and 
ſome Pleas ro dire& and quicken: the Prayers of 
GodsCovenanted People for their ſarviving Po- 
ſericy. Boch Written by Oliver Heywood, Mi- 
niſter of the Goſj:e]. 

: An Account of the Bleſſed Trinity, argued from 
the Nacure and Perfection of the Supream Spirit 

Coincident with the Scripture Do&rine, in all 4 
the Articles of the Catholick Creeds; together | 
' with its 1 Myſtical, 2 Federal, 3 Praftical Uſes | 
Dn the Chriſtian Religion, By William Burrough, | 
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Light in Darkneſs, &c., 


J's which gives breath unto theſe * 
*' few Thoughts, is that flupendions 

Grace, and Power, Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs of God, that Beams forth from 
that Sun of Righteouſneſs which came with 
healing under his Wings, for the relief of a 
poor Daughter of Abraham, bowed down 
and deformed with an Infirmity almoſt . all 
her Days. When the Lord God ſpeaketh, 
who can but propheſie, Amos 3. 8. Never 
was' therv'a Nation wherein the Lord hath 
ſpoken oftner by a ſeries of wonderful Pro- 


FT vidences, then to theſe Nations ; and this 


laſt ſound of his Voice is not leſs convinting 
to Atheiſts, and ſtrengthening and comiort» ' 
ing to his Friends thea#any of the former, 
Surely it would argue a great Contempt of, 
God, great Blindneis in his Servants, 1t all 


this ſhould proceed from him, and yet none. 


of us turn aſide to fee this great Wonder, 
ſoberly to enquire whence it comts, whote 
Image it bears, what 4s its. errand upon, 
which it hath come to us .n this Day - of 
Gloomineſs and thick Darknels, which hath 


| clouded the Glory of it's Appearance of Jate, 
F. which makes moſt appretend. that ail theſe. 


his plorious Ceps Wer? for this end, that © 


ur 
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FITC Might De tne greater, tat 
y"make way for his Wrath, and have time to 
- furbiſh that Sword that hagh deſpiſed the 
Rod. How wonderful muſt this be at- ſuch 
© time, that Divine Majeſty, haſtning to 
 *power his Wrath on' the Generat:on of his 
Wrath, and the People of his Curie, ſhovld, 
- yet go on in his Cupancons ways of Mercy 
s to his People, ſometimes doing Marveis one 
way , fometimes another ; till at latt he 
ſhew his marvellous I Loving kindneſs, in the 
” pouring out of his Spirit on them, and, h's 
' marvellous Holineſs, in exalting himſelf in 
Judgmet, and ſanctiſying ct himſelf in 
Righteouſneſs, Z/ 5. 16. on his Adverſarics. 
I ſhall not here trouble you with a Tarra- 
tive; this you may have frequent occaſions 
ro ſee from others by an eafie. Labour ; and 
thereby made to acknowledge, That this -is 
.the Finger of God, the doing of the Lord, 
* and delervedly. marvellous in our Eyes. A! 
| Miracle wroaght by the immediate Hand of 
- God, leading all to fay as 1ſrael did in a day 
of ſhameful Apoſtacy, and halting betwixt 
. two, The Lord he is God, the Lord he is 
Ged, 
That this Work of God may be the bet- 
ter underſtood ; I ſhall briefly give you an 
| Account of ſome things relating to Miracles, 
\ and- then prove that this great Cure as 
wrought of God is one. And 3dly I ſtall 
| copſider this Work inits genuine Nature and | þ 
| Cir- ' 


- 
, 
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Circumſtances, and give you ſome hint of the * 
Agent, and of * his deſign in doing this on a | 
Stranger in- our /ſrael, at ſuch a time of. , 
great ſhaking ang conſternation. 
As to the, firſt, we mult rake care to ate 
tribute to it its true Name, and to diſcrimi- 
nace it trom its Afines which are related to 
it, but-are not the ſame, and theſe are Mz- , 
rum a Wonder, Signum a Sign , Prodigium 
or Porteutum (omething rare, excellent. 
A thing is faid to be mirum, or wonder- 
ful, when the Effetts are manifefF, and the 
watural Cauſe hid : As ſome do wonder when 
they ſee the Eclipſe of the Sun, becauſe they 
are -ignorant 'of the cauſe, this is Mirum 
- 4" but not Miraculum, a Miracle properly fo 
called. | 
Again, a thing is ſaid to be Signwm a Sign, 
' | which /agnifieth, and as a Sign feth manifes} 
| ſomething above Nature, but is not a Mira- 
cle itlelt : 'It was a fad aggravation of the 
| Churches Afidtion when ſhe ſaw not her 
Signs ; andit was David's Prayer in a doubr- 
ful State of Afﬀairs, ſhew me a token for good, 
Plal. 86. w/2. | 
- Again, 3dly. There is that which is cal- 
led prodigium or porteutum , which David 
calls hinvelf Pſal. 71. 7, 7 am a wonder un- 
| ?o many, a prodigy. 
| The pteat God may make the greateſt 
A and beſt of Perſons ſuch, and he may do .- 
| Man) JOLLA CR 1116 ON V 12. IMA 


God. ; 
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. Miracle ; only what he does may be cailed 
.la propter excellentiam, for the excellency 
-and rareneſs of the thing, which caſts a Glo- 
ry on that perſon or thing 1t relates ro, or 
contra, if it be afflictive. ts 
, Theſe three agree, and differ not from a 
Miracle. They agree with a Miracle ; firſt, 
an regard that their Efeits are maniteſt, 
2dly. They all beget Admiration. 3dly. 
They all fgaifie ſome notable thing. And 
herein lies the wonder of this wonder. That 
all agree 1a it, for the Effet is manifeſt. ' All 
; begets admiration amongſt all but ſuch as 
_ have no ſhare in it ; and what more ſigni- 

. ficant 'of ſome notable thing yet to be done, 
to put the head Stone on.the Work: of : our 
Asl have ſhewed wherein this does agree 
with ſuch things as are. of kin-to it, I come 
now to lay before you wherein -it differs 
from all of them ; -upor which account; 'as 
it 1s placed in the higheſt ſphere of God's 


| aQing towards the Sons of Men, ſo it calls 


tor our deepeſt Thoughts, and moſt-parricu- 
lar Obſervations. + 

_- This as all ocher Miracles, differs from 

tizle Relations ; firſt, in the Natuse, of! 4t : 
A Miracle is, where Nature. is enlarget or | 

- hindred, when Nature, I fay, is only. ex- 

tended,” this is a Miracle, as then the Eye of F 


. Stephen ſaw to the Third Heavens, Chrift} 


wekerdi at the right hand of God, AQs:7h 


of whenSarah that was barret conceived, e ; 
 Efa. 38. or when it ſtood till, Fob: 10. 


and do not require that Surzjus that Divine | 


' Power of God. 


teach and infirut men, and confirm their 


''2r. or when the Sun went back ten rs os 


So in the Caſe in hand, here is no. Cre» 
ation but an Extenſion of Nature, fo that 
Bone came to Bone, and ſhe ſtood up in her 
place. Now a thing may be mirwm, and 
ſo admired; and may likewiſe ſignifie and 
manifeſt ſome excellent and rare thing, with, 
out enlarging or hindring of Nature, which | 
is peculiar to a Miracle, and ſtates its Diffe» 
rence from theſe. : 
_ 2dhy. It differs from them in its Cauſe the! 
ſole Efficient of a Mirgele is God, he is the! 
occult cauſe which none know, the zelots 
have thet#Cauſes in Nature, and which are 
known' to ſome, though hid from others! 
that makes ſuch look on many things as Mis | 
racles,which-only proceed fromnaturalCauſes, 


Power to their Production, which Miracles | 
do, arid therefore can only be done by the” 


3dly. They differ in their 2/ſe ; true Mirg- 
cles have been, and are wrought for the con< 
founding of fome, and putting them 'to | 
ſhame, as the Scribes and Phariſees ind 0s 
thers in, Chriſts days, or for the convincing. 
of others, ſuch as the ignorant people, who. 
by ' Chriſt's Miracles were convinced, and 
gave Glory unto God, Luke 10. 4. Or to 


' thele, things which proceed from natural 


"wan afhd Confirmation. 

[,../vo.ghat trom rhjs you may ſee that. the 

Lord ulcth the gaoſt efieftuzl means by do- 

-nng ofthis Mixacke en this poor Patient, that 

"Ever. has been uled for correcting, .if not for 

 coptounding: (io: the Atbeilts of Mis Gee 
CON; 


fect are for teaching if not alſo 


} | Hence you: may gather what a Miricle is 
42-its true and-proper Senſe.; to wit, it is 
that which is above the power of cyeated Na+ 
{ture, done by 'an occult Cauſe, full of Ad+ 


{ Mmiration, and of. ſingular Uſe, in manifeſt» 
bis Church and People. 


-. Thus having given you an account of the 
'true Nature of a Miracle, and an-account 


Fom Marvels, Signs, Prodigies. 
. . I ſhall next give you an account of their. 
accidental and circumſtantial differences a- 
mongſt*themſelves. 

Dt. We muſt firſt diſtinguiſh betwixt 
that which is a Miracle in it /elf, and that 
Which is a Miracle quo ad nos, or in reſpe&t 
of us and our apprehenſion, It 


4 


Faith ig ame rare and cxcelleat Truth: Bur 2 
Cauſes; do not fo properly tend to Convi- - 


 firming the "Hearts of the Diſciples, who 
| have 'been tor Signs and Wonders in our ' 


{10g the Glory of God, and for the good of 


of its agreement with, and diſagreement 


may not, 


rance to us, as the Ecliple may be ; but 


ſeems to, be {uch properly and in it ſelf, 
whatever Atheiſts and Others think tot he 
contrary. Ty 
2, Diſt. A modo operandi, They are di 
ſtinguiſhed amongſt themſelves, from the 
Lords way. and manner of doing them, 7x 
Pura; in pure Miracles, , becauſe done with- 
out any ſecond cauſe, as was the curing of 
this Lame Child, or mixta mixt, as wheg 
God makes uſe of ſecond cauſes in what he 
does, ſuch as Cley and Spittle, and the 
Waiking in the Pcol of. $:/oe.. | 
| Dif. 3. Thirdly, They are either Poſt- 
tive when any New thing is made, either 


things ;. as when the Rod of Moſes was turn- 
ed to a Serpent; Exod. 4.3. or Water turn- 
ed to Blood or into Wine, as Foh. 2. 8,9. or 
as herea poor crooked Creature madeſtreight, 
and diſlocated Joynts commanded to go to 
their place again, or in rerum procreationibus 
an the bringing forth of things, as inthe 
birth of our Lord, Matth. 1. 18. and in the 
giving of Manna, Exod. 16. 22. In refpe&t 
of the place from whence it cometh, it is a 
Miraclejin reſpe& of the quantity, that there 
fell fo much as was able to feed ſucha great 
_ [Multitude ; it was a Creation in regard of 


be & Miracle properly, and-in it ſelf, which : 
May be {o accidentally and through Igno+ 


this in the preſenc providence 'of our day | 


in rer#m couverſionibus, in the converſion of 


V 


the ſweetneſs of its taſt; it was a Mirs- 
_ cl: in its tranſparent Colour a Miracle : but 
that it-fell double before the Sabbath, that 
\ makes it both a Creatioa and a Miracle, 
Thir it fell not on the Sabbath day, that it 
fell about their Camp, that it corrupted 
when they. gathered, contrary to the Com- 
mand, and Jaſted*rill they came to Canaay, 
all this was a. Miracle. .Or- 3ly, 2# rerun 
multiplicationibus,in themultiplying ofthiogs, 
fſach as Gen. 7. 18. the encreale of the Waters 
to their prevailing overthe whole Earth, and 
drowning*®of the whole World of ungodly 
Men ; 'all theſe are called Po{itzve Miracles. 


Again, There ate ſome that are called | 


Privative, whereby "the courſe of nature is 
hindered ; as when the Sun ſtood ſtill, Foſh. 
T0: I}. the Iron did \wim, 2 Aings 6. 6. 


the Fire'did not burn, Dar. 3. 25, 26: there | 


i510 this what God hath wrought, ſomething 
' of the nature of both theie, as you ſhall 
ſce when we come to the Apodoſis of all. - 

Diſt. 4. Again, ſome diſtinguiſh a gra: 


dum, and (6 tell us, That there are Miracles | 


eith:r in the higheſt degree, or ina ſecond 


deg:ce, or in the lowelt degree of all. The] 


firſt are ſuch wherein Nacure never had a 
hand, and 2re one ae@the ſame with theſe 
that were call-d para, whereof before, ſuch 
as the Suns gning back ten d:grees, Oc. The 
24 ſort are theſe, wherein natare once had a. 


band, bat whea they are once decayed, "Na-. 


CO" 
. 


but when he is once blind, Nature &an'never 


| - reſtores what Nature could not reſtore, and 


\ el, "quoad ſubſtantiam, in reſpet ot the 


of Moſes ſuppoſed robe. This is great both 
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- Bling, curing the Lame, an 4 this Lame Nhild., 


| C9). YN 
fure can never reſtore them again. As for ex | 
ample, Nature bringeth forth a Man (eeingg*% 


make him to ſee again. The 3d 1ort 15, 
when Nature in time could do ſuch a thing, 
but cannot on a ſudden do this; and whenits 
done on a ſudden, then its a Miracle ; as 
Chriſt curing of Peters Wives Mother ; its 
ſaid in an 1nſtant the fever left her, and 
(he aroſe and miniſtred to him, 'what yet Na- 
ture might have done in proceſs of time, but 
could not do it in an inſtant. This Miracle 
wrought of God in our day admits of all 
theſe, tor it was done without ſecond cauſes, 


that in an Inſtant. 
Diſt. 5. Again, ſome Miracles are great- 


Drake, (ome guoad Modum, greateit in re- 
ſpect of his way of doing of them, and 
leſs as to ſubſtance ; ſuch are the Miracles 


ways as to the ſubſtance, and ts way he 
took 1n working of the ſame, for he did it 
without hand. - & 


Dift. 6. Again, fome Miractes are ex- 
ternal. and- in ocalos incarrentia, obvious to 
ſenle, as the opening the eyes of the 
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Others are Miracles which proceed from an 
internal Divine Pawer and Vertue, and work 
iegzramalas (uch 25 the great Gilts of the Spirit. 
And as «the, one is obvious to ſenſe of all, 
may the other alſo be inwardly wrought on 
this Daughter of Abraham, 1o long bound 


With this Lodily infirmity. 


Diſt. 7. Some are occult and hid, which 


we-are to believe as the miraculous Concep- 
tion and Incarnation of the Son of Gad ; 


| ſome again, probautia fidem,. trying our 


Faith, and theſe are maniteſt, and fo is this 
in tie Providence. 


" Dift.8. Agiin, Mircales are either ſuch 
as are wrought by Men or by Chriſt : By 
Chiiſt properly, and by. his own Power 


ww by Men, alteru virtute, by anothers vertue, 
*not their own. As 3. 12. Why look-ye ſo 


earneſtly on ws, as though by our own pow- 


 eror holineſs we had made this Man walk. He 


Gid all in the name of Chriſt, v. 4. tells them, 
that his name, by Faith in his name this man 
was made ftrong, whom you ſee and know, v. 16. 

By all that igſaid you may eaſily conceive 
what are the uſual affections and properties 
of a Miracle, which if they agree to this 


of ours prove it to be ſuch in deed, and in - 
* truth, oF 
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The firſt is, "That what is done be ardaum, 
a difficult thing, yea unpoſiible w us, tho 
poſtible with him. Is it not a difficult thing 
to cure the Lame, and to joynt in diſlocated 
bones of {ſo long, continuance. 


24ly. That what is done, be preter ſpem |." 
mature, beyond what Nature: can piommile or ' 
efket, what it cannot put you in the exhe- 
Ration of, and what you cannot reatonably 
expect or deſire from it ; and what' was e- 
ver ſuch or can be ſuch, if this Cure of our 
Skilful Phifitian be not? Could any ratio- 
nally promiſe to Cure? if ye did raſhly un- 


dertake it; did they not fail in their enter- 


priſe for want of Power from on tigh 2 op. 


if they did hope or put others in hope ; did 


not they return aſhamed, till the Sword of 
the Lord- came and delivered her from all 
her Deſtructions > 


3d4ly. It's required, that it be guid inſo- 
litum,_a thing rare, what though ic be what 
this Phyſitian uſcci ro do in the days of his 
bodily preſence amongſt the Sons of Men; 
yet, to us and former generations, God has . 
not uſed ſuch'a way 1n Curing by a Mi- 


|racie, and that- of the greateſt Magnitude. 
. þ The ſolemnity of it doth magnifie it, ſo it” 
$15 what rarely or {cldom hath been done in 


tneſle 


bs" * e 1fte; IPes, and th: ever upon fo ne $7 


great account, and for ſome great end. 
4hly." That it be on a thing that had an in- 


what inclination could a diflocated Joynt 
for many years have to its natural Place, 
when quite turned another way, when hard- 
ned and conſolidate, yea habituated to turn 
Its the very quite contrary way, to 
that wherein God turned it, by his mighty 
Power. | 


5kly. Asto the cauſe, 1t's required that it 
be occult, and does not this hold in our pre» 
ſeat caſe; an unſeen hand put all in joynt, 
an unſeen Agent, an unſeen Power, though 
preſent to heal ; no viſible inſtrument, no 
ſeen Meſſenger to prepare the way of the 
Lord, no viſible preparations to put them in 
expectation of any thing, but all done in a 
moment. 


.6hly. That itbe ſuch a thing as is manifeſt 
and clear, therefore the diſeaie was manitelt, 
the Cure by the diſtin found of joynt go- 

| Ing to joynt, it , was done openly before. 
Witneſſes, not in a Corner, but in the Metra- 
- polis of th: Nation, and that when the re- 
preſentative of the Nation was aſſembled, not 
far from the place where this Miracle was 
. wrought, and all for this end to confirme us 
| in 


cliaation to the quite contrary effect ; - and 


—_— 


Fin lometmng that this Manifelfation of fi1z » 
[Power relates to, and is coming : But. 


you Will happily ſay, is not .the Power 
of working Miracles cealed. Avwf. I tay to * 
this, That it's moſt certain, that power of 
working of Miracles, is Originally in God 
the fountain of all Power. 2dly. T hat this 
Payer 1s given in by the Father to the Son, 
Matt. 11. all power u'givento me in Heaven 
and Earth, he is Lord of a. 3dly. That 
whatever Miracles Chriſt wrought was by his 
Divine Power, and not by his Humane, and 
ſo prove and confirm clear, and make mas» 
nifeſt the. Deity of the Son of Ged. 4hly 
That Chriſt did give power of working of 
Miracles, both to good Men and bad, to Ju- 
das as well as to Peter, -which is the ground 
of their Plea, that in his Name they caſt 
out Devils. 5hly. That this difpenſarion of 
Power was for certain ends, which being 
attained, the means may. ceaſe that were ap» 
pointed to bring about theſe ends, wiz. to 
clear and confirm them then in the Faith of 
the Meſrah hjs Perſon as ſent of God, to con» 
firm the Doctrine he taught, to be the words 
of eternal Life ; which being attained ro, the 


| [means ceaſctly,, that were appointed for this, _ 
end. And if "yaw were ſtill a working of © . 


Miracles , attending our Preaching ,. our 


'4words ſhould be of as great Authority asthe 


Scriptures of God, and might jullly becalled 


the 


o:4 of God. And 
power is not {6 ceaſed, asif 


” This 


0 a NEVer 


' as he pleaſeth giveit again, and work medi- 
ately, de novo. | 


And 3dly. T Anſwer though he had decla- 
 red;that he would work no more Miracles by 
Men, and that he wouid not impart a 
er to them to make them fellow: workers with 
himin ſuch a work , yetſofar as I know he 
hath not tyed up his own hands from ever do- 
ing ſuch things any more. And therefore 
hath left himſelf at liberty to do whatever he 
pleaſeth both in Heaven and Earth, and in the 


on himſelf or his Government, might condes 
fcend toſet up ſuch a fign, and to work ſuch a 
Miracle,as this on this poor Child;and furthers 
more let usſee,that many ſuch thingsare with 
him for the recovery of the health of the 
daughter of Zion, A, | 


I ſhall now come to the Apodofis of all 


what God hath wrought not only for that 
, poor Child, but for us. -. - 


upon like occaſion or neceſſity, or when, and 


''  Heas, and conſequently without refleQing 


this Diſcourſe, in bringing forth to y our view | 
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" That the Works of the Lord are Honourable 
ind Glorious to be ſought out by all them rhar 
take Pleaſure therein, is beyond all queſtion 
wich thoſe that either acknowledge a Supream 
Being, or the Authority of his Word. All of them 
bear the Image of the Aurhor, fute'his Grandure 
and Greatneſs, and are like himſelf Honourable, and 
do reflet an Honour on all thoſe that ſeek them 
but to quicken . them to ſearch and recompence 
their Labour. 


Amongſt theſe honourable Works, none caſt 
forth a greater refl:Qion of his Glory then the 
Preſence of his Power to Heal; many great Works 
he hath done, and yet of none of chem 1s this {o par- 
ticularly expreffed, That his Power was preſent, 
& when the Phariſees une < Doors of the Law 
tame to Chriſt, Luke 5 ; then its ſaid that 
his Power was eiſont b to Heal them. The in- 
ſtance in hand is a ſufficient proof of his power- 
ful Preſence ro Heal this Day as formerly (though 


- [not fo ordinary) whenſoever ic 'may pleaſe his 


Divine Majeſty to riſe for the help of the needy, 
with healing under his Wings, Here we have 


y [one Lame from the Cradle, if not from the 


Womb, or near to it, miraculouſly by the 
taighty Preſence of the Power of God re- 
ſtored. 


B There 


( 16.) 

There be theſe things diligently to be ſought ſ 
out, and obſerved by all that would ua! 
derſtand the loving kindnefs of the Lord there. |" 


m. 


1, The Nature of the Work. 2dy. The 
Circumſtances of the Patient. 3d. The time 
when. 4thly. The Agent. 5ebly. The reaſon 
of his ating thus at ſuch a time, His end in 
doing it then. And laſtly the improvement 
that tnay be made of it. | 


For the firſt, the nature of the Work, its a 
Cure, Our Lord is the beſt Phyſician, was ſuch 
an one, and is fo ſtill, thereby witneſſing that 
he bare our griefs. That which wonderfully 
accents it, is, that firſt he did ic fo ſuddenly, 
in an inſtant, others may. do great Cures through|© 
progreſs of time, but none fo ſurprizingly and 
ſo ſoon as when he Cured Peter's Mother-in-|. 
Law of a Fever, he took her by the Hand,|" 
and immediately the Fever left her, ſu here with- Fi 
our ary external ſign, but by an unſeen hand,[- 
this Maid is made whole, which may eaſily con- bi 

" vince all, that this Work in the true nature of }® 
it, is Miraculous. je 


ty 
Ly 
Jl 
in 


2dh. Its wonderful, and to be admired, its ba 
not ſuch a thing, the like whereof was. never, 
for many ſuch things were done by our Lord vi 
in the days of his Fi, and by his APs Ge 


LIMI 
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te Fſtles in their planting the Church, bur yet ſuch 

'n. | things hath been fo rare, that ir hath been a 

"6. (1eceived opinion for many Ages, that Mira- 
cles are out of date, and ceaſt. 


wel This makes it the more wonderful in our 
F yes, eſpecially while we had that this was - 
done neither by Peter nor Paul, bur by an jm- 
{mediate hand of God, does it not then deſerve 
ne ['2 be owned by us as the doing of the Lore, 
and marvelous in our Eyes? 


2d. May it not be call'd a Prodigy, if you 

i< | vill look to the Patient as ſuch, was not ſhe a 

1ae | Yonder unto many, becauſe of her Affliction, 

lly nd now look on her as Cured, may ſhe nor 

ly, in this reſpect ſay, I am a wonder to many, be- 
cauſe of Gods Salvation. 


4thly. Whar if I ſhould fay, that io its nature 
ts Prognoſticative, and lets us ſee how the ſame 
th. [Phyſician can Joynt all the broken pieces of 
Church and State together, -and thereby make 
"Ihimſelf a Name, and get to himſelf Renown 
off all che Earth, and thar, neither by Msghr, 
_ nor by Power, but by my Spirit faith the Lord, _ 
5ehly. Its profound and deep, the mage need 

*,1 dave we of the Spirit of Wiſdom to help us to 
er, {arch - into the deep things of God in it, 
»r4 vhich are not only out of Sight to this anbelieving 
Generation but denyed by this AtheiſticalAge,ſuch 
Þ a Supream Being, his Glorious Artributery his 


B- 2 indenſs 


, - 


le 


a, 
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mndenſe Preſence, his all-ſeeing Eye, his Omnipetent|| 
Power, his matchlels Soveraignty, faying tof, 
one go and- he goes, | his eranſcendent Goodneſs, 
the riches of his Mercy, and A!l-wi{e, and Gos} 
verning providence, condeſcending to look af- 
ter his poor Creatures in their low condition, 
how wonderful he is in his Son, how wonderful 
in all the. profound operations of his Spirit, and the { 
wonderful things in his Word. O what need haveſj 
we 'of Eyes to fee, and Hearts to underſtand, 
theſe profound depths of this wondertul and inf, 
comprehenſible God. 


E 
6thly, We may ſee a greatneſs in it, a gread 1 
God doth preat things, may. we not ſay. with] , 
Mary the Mother of 'our Jelus, Luk, 1. 4.9, He , 
that s Mighty hath dene great Things, holy ss hig, \ 
Name, &c. 51. He ha:h ſhewed ſtrength with hig , 
Arms, he hath filled the Hungry with good Thingsfh | 
be hath help'd his Servant Iſrael in remembrandF , 
of his Mercy. I infiſt the leſs on this, becauleF , 
have given you an account of the nature of iff ; 
in- my tormer diſcourſe of Miracles, whereoff ; 
this is none of the leaſt. . 
V 

A 


The ſecond thing that falls. under con 
deration, and is next to us, is, the conſiderath | 
on of the Patient on whom this Cure w: 
wrought. 


(19) 


The firſt thing that I take notice of, is, that 
etentÞſhe was, a ſtranger in , a ſtrange Land, a Fo- 
8 ofreigner or the Child of French Parents. Is not 
ineſsIthis worth our noticing, whether it was ſhe, 
%Fbroughe or. born here, yet this muſt be the 
< af- place where. God works the Cure, and this 
clon, perſon muſt be -here, coſt what it will: If 
rtulfyou look to Parents, © they mult be pur ro ſuf- 
| the] fer, and driven out of their Native Land, and 
navel have a; little, Sanctuary for them here, and if 
and, you look to ber, ſhe muſt be rhe miſerable 
in object, the ſcorn of the, fooliſh here, for this 
end, that we may be the eafilier porfirads ed ro 
turn alide, and fee this grear wonder” ar our 
real Doors , and God's' Wonderful pains, he is 
VI} about us to rebuke 'our Atheiſm, and 'to 
1 awake the Sleepers amongſt us, to call 
4 upon God who is fo near, ealie to be found, 
re:dy to pardon, and a very preſent help in 
the time of "Trouble. © O what an indearing 
mT affection does ſhine in this that (having'ſo great 
Þ a work ro do) he will dg it nere, that it may 
f appear to all thar Glory, yet diwclls in our Land, 
&F and that here he gives the molt early Diicove- 
ries of the great things he will do in due rimg 
which are little lookt for by us, and feemy, 
as' impoffible to ſenſe and reaſon as this did -in 
their Eyes who were concerned. 


B 3 


(30) 


2. Confider her as a Member of a per. 
ſecuted Church foch as the Church of Chriſt, 
in France is this day : And ſhe way be looked 
en as a fign of its, great Diſtreſs, which 
js perſecuted, but not forſaken, perplexed but not 
in deſpair, Caſt - down bur not deftroyed, a bur- 
wing Buſh yet not conſum:d, a hiſſing and an a+ 
Noniſhment, ſo may ſhe nor be (et up as a 
tign of the Lords, reviving of theſe dry bones 
af that perſecur2d: Church. Are they broken 
fo peices? So was She : Are they bowed down ? 
- Bo was She; do they fay we are cut off, for 
cur parts. ſo might ſhe ſay. Are they out of 
Jo2ynr,and under many fad diſfocations ?' So was 


ſhe. Did bone, come to bone? Was all joynted. 


right again with her , who knows but this 
ſame agent will as eaſily joynr all and. pur 
it © together | in his own time: Let? none 
deſpiſe, the day of ſmall things for you ſral 
ſee greater. | 


- 2. Conſider tha; ſhe was a Patient for a 
long time ſufficiently. known, as fuch not 
only by Parents but others, ſo that all may fay 
as the Parents of the blind Man. This is our 

on and was born blind ; ſo that none can rea- 
dily ſuſpe& this as an Impoſor, ſhe continued 
long in the uſe of means and not the betrer, yea 
long after all means was diſuſed and laid by, the 
days of her calamity were numbred : None could 
do this till he came, whoſe right it is, who ape 

Y pointed 


_ 


( 21 ) 
pointed time and place, and never comes too ſoo? 
or L100 late. 

4- Conſider, That ſhe was more than uſually 
afflicted and affeRed at this time with her condi- 
tion , her wiſe Phyſitian thus preparing her for 
the conſolation that her Soul ſhuned, while yexed 
with the Scoffs of them that were at eaſe,and with 
the contempt of zhe proud, he fitred and hum- 
bled the Veſſel for this new Wine ; O taſte and 
” that God is good , who truſt in him are 

eſt. | 


5. Confider her as one conyerfant in the Scri- - 
ptures , and though ſhe had often read this Scri- 
pture , yet never ſo quickened by it, ſaw never ſo 
much in it as now ; {o good it is to be frequent 
in the Santuary of the Scriptures, ſo ſovereign is 
the wind of the Spirit blowing where it liſteth, 


[ſo ſeaſonable , ſo ſuired to the caſe of the Pati» 
ent, and comes ſweet]y as the blef{ed Chariot , 


wherein'the King is, who doth whatever he 
pleaſeth in the Family of Heaven and Earth,and' 
in the Seas. O that this might beget more re- 
ſpect and credit to the holy Ocacles of Gud, make 
us more converſant therein , and check that an- 
ti-ſcriptural proftzne ſpirit that either deſpileth it, 
or makes a Scoff of it, 


B 4 6. God 
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6. God ſends her to that particularPortion of 
his. Word , that was fo ſuitable ro her caſe. And 
ſene it into her very heart , he opened the heart, 
he ſent in the Word, he raiſed up her heart to ſuch 
Expreſſions as theſe : O thar I had lived in that 
time, I Thould certamly been healed ! Theſe are 
faid ro be her Words , when {he #+2d the Story 
of the;Man. ſick of .the Pallv, Mark 2. 43 5,46, | 
8&c. Our Lord knows our need, ſpeak: the word 
in ſeaſon , he opens bork Eyes to'ſee and heart 
to believe, and crowns believing with ſome great 
Salvation, and. .corimends it , tho +: be all bis 
own, he no ſooner ſaw their F 1th, yea the-weak 
Faith of this povsr Creature , but he -brought 
health and cure toher. .© + 


7. Conſider that this Cyre was immediately 
wrought. on this Patient : There whs neither 
che uſe of ordinary means for the body, nor 
of Spiritu2] means,no przyer now what ever had 
been , but its when Miniiters had | given 
over praying, aad Phylirzans rhe 4/e of means 
when there was no Peter to Command, which Silver 
and Gold have I none bur in the' name of 
the Lord Jeſus, riſe, up and waike A&. 3. 
6, 7. No none of this but God byhis own 
immediate Hand of Power joynted all mn 


again, 


Laſt, 


('23) 
 Laftly, Conſider that all this was done with 


eaſe tro the Patient, we do not hear of any 
paſſian but what was wrought on the hearr, 
making her wiſh that ſhe had been then, when 
Chriſt was in this World,and what made her ſay 
I ſhould have been Cured , No tearing as it 


. was iometimes,but all in a ſudden forher rec ve-y.. 


The _ third . thing | that  offereth it ſelf 
to» conſideration in this great work is the time, 
when . it pleaſed this wonder working God to 
give: forth in this work a DR Ac- 
count of all his glorious attributes , thereby 


ſh-wiog forth his glory. 


In ariſwer to. this, may it not _ be. faid ig 
the firſt Jace that it was in a day of great 
bleſphcoiy 2144 of abounding iniquity, partly 
becauſe other Teltimonies of like-nature were 
not ' only. disbclieved; cediculed , and ified 
but the abettors thereof threared for daring 
to own any witneſs for God apginſt this 
atheiflical generation. S-me of theſe Perſons 
ow died wita the Teſtimony bur' here is 

a living Witneſs and a living Teftmony that 
can itand alone againſt all the Atheiſts of the 
World: And who can tel! what mui: 'tades 
more of a like nature and {or the fame «nd, 
may yet be adduced to confum his word 2:-wnſt 
an unbeijeving generation. If he work who 
can Let: ls there any thing to nvard for 


': him, and who cantell what {hail be done when 


the 


24) 
= _ of the Lord is the great performer 
of all. 


| 2. In « day wherein the generation hath as 

much ſtraitned the Spirit of the Lord, as' any 
that were ever named by the houſe of Faceb, 
Mich. 2.. 7. And is this a ſmall thing that he 
ſhould enlarge himſelf fo freely, ſo unexpeRted 
above all thoughts and deſires, ro make a feaſt 
for Currels , O for a recompenſe, let it be this: 
Be ye alſo enlarged, | Call on him, he will ſhew 
you great and mighty things which we know 
not, Fer. 33. 3. RY 

345. In a day wherein there is a great re- 


, Nrraint of the fpirir, Its reſtrained in us, and 
great. is the reſtraint that is upon us, as if he 


had ſaid, Pray no more till Fudgment take place, 


ill 'T have offered up my Sacrifice, Zeph. 1. 7. 
anJ are not the influences of the Spirit reſtrain- 
ed from us, our Bones are ſtill dry and ſcat- 
tered, rhe tender Bowels of Mercy generally 


reſtrained, J/a. 63+ 15. and yer you fee in this - 


Day how his Power was preſent, the ſtrength 
of his Arm ſhewed forth in this very day, in 
reſtoring a poor thing to its ſtraightncſs, De- 
claring fo all, that his Ear is not heavy, bur 
that he can hear, nor his Hand ſhort, but 
that he can fave, and that it is our injquities 
that hath both removed good things and with- 
hold the like from us; yea hath ſeparated 
betwixt us and our God, | 

_ 4thly. In 


( 25) 


4thhy. In a day wherein the truly godly la- 
ment for the Comforter, his being removed 
far away from us, ſo that they find. no re- 
lief, from O:rdinanees exſpe&t no relief til he res 
turn again, Mich. 7. 19. and yet here is relief 
for a poor Daughter of Abrabam bound with 
an infirmiry ' for many years ; and what does 
this call for, if not to lift up the hand thar 
fell down, and to hope againſt hope ; Rejoyce 
O Land, for the Lord will ao great things. 


ly. In a day wherein the hearer of. Prayer 
hath: bid his Face from the prayers of his Pecs - 
ple, The more folemn, the. longer continued 
his Peoples Prayers have been, makerh his hiding 
from them the more Lamentable,and his Terrible 
AnC. in righteouſneſs to beghe more tremendous, 
We have ſcarcely had time to refle&t op this,and 
to ask one another,is there not a cauſe, when loa 
wonder wrought by the mighty Hand of God, 
uponone before ſhe prayed,and while. yet wiſhing, 
ſhe had lived in ſuch a time, and believing, thar 
if ſo, ſhe ſhouid have been cured. It was but 
a narrow limiting Faith, that ſhe had, yet met: 
with a meaſure not according to ir, but ac- 
cording to the Divine Bounty and Goodneſs, nor 
for her ſolace only, bur for ours alſo, on whom 
the end of the World are fallen, and to quicken 
ps both to believe, and call on his Name. 


6:tbly, In. 


(26) 


6h. In a day wherein Satan like a roaring 
Lyon goeth about to ſeek whom he may de- 
vour, knowing that his-rime is very ſhort. In 
this day the God of all Grace after our Suffer- 
ings, hath wrought this great Salvation by his 
immediate Hand, for perfeCting, ſtrengthning, 
' eſtabliſhing of the Saints, in expeCtation of the 
great things he hath promiſed, whereof- you 
may take this as 'the earneſt and firſt Fruits, 
to his Praiſe and Glory. 


7ly,; In a day wherein the Hand of the Lord 
1s-upon every one that is Proud and Lofty, and 
that is lifted up ,to bring them low, thar the 
Lord alone may be exalted in this day, -I/a- 2. 
11, 17. and what greater things could be, def1- 
red, then the Lord's immediate Land in joynt- 
ing the Bones of this .. poor , Child, .and what 
plainer D-monſtration could we have of his A- 
bility, to joynr together the broken Members, 
both of Church and Nation, without hand, that 
he alone may be exalred in our Day, rhea his 
doing this, when both Phyſicians and Miniſters 
were lay'd by as Phyſicians of no value. 


8/y, In a day wherein the great Aﬀembly and 
Reprefenrative of the Nations are together, about 
ſuch difficult Work, when a!l is like a broken 
Veſſel , which they cannot joynt together 3 
while their Thoughts are perplexed, and their 


Hearts fail them. This great Maſter of work 


does 
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does work this Work not at a diſtance from 
them, nor in a Corner, but in that ſame City, 
andnigh ro them, where the ſound might quickly 
come to their Ears, and. where they might by 
lictle labour ſee. with their Eyes, what the 
Lord did for that poor Creature, and what he 
can do for a' Land, where all rhings are out of 
Courſe, for its as cafie for Him to do the grea- 
ter, as the ſmaller; yea, and by this, may it 
not be ſuppoſed that while he did this fo nigh 
to them, that as he would have them concer. 
ned theraſelves about it, and do what they can 
to make all whom they repreſent raie notice of - 
r, ſo in a more ſpecial manner, to Jook on ir, 
as God's Call to them, to look up to him for 
help, when vain s the help of Men. And it hath 
ever been obſerved, that the beginning of ſome 
wonderful great Work of God hath b-en 
there, where there hath been greareſt confluen- 
ces of People concerned therein, as you may tee 
if you diligently read that 2 Chap of Luke, 
which I only cite 70 you as an iaftanc?, bur 
make no Porallel berwixt that in the Tei, and 
this in the Providence : Further then to cj! you, 
that as our Saviours coming to the Worid wzs 
then, when there was a great confluence, fo this 
in the Providence was at ſome ſuch time, 


| Laſtly, 
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| Laſtly, in the day of our Kiug, wherein all 
his toil abroad was aggravated with the Diſlo- 
cations he found in the Bcdy Politick at home, 
and the neceffity he might find of cauſing more, 
not knowing well, howto put things in joint 
again, when broken ro pieces. Now that the 
Lord by a mighty Hand ſhould do this great 
Wonder,*and joynt in again what hath for many 
years been diflolocated does not only encourage 
and ſtrengthen his Faith, &lich hath been ſpoken 
of through the World, but may aſſure him, that as 
its his Honour to uphold the tottering Pillars, 
ſo for his help, the God that he truſts in can 
and will, as eaſily fer right what is out of courſe, 
as he hath done to this poor Child, that all may 
know that he is the Lord, that none ſhall be 
aſhamed that truſt in him. And that God ryleth 
in Jacob ta the end of the Earth. | 


By theſe ſteps that are more ſenſible, I would 
lead up to the Agent, and indeed its high time 
for all of us to inquire what is he, or who is he 
that hath done this great wonder, in the ſight 
of ſo mighry and great a Nation with fuch at 
outitrerched Hand, 
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To the Athiſt, it ſays, his Name is (I am) 
though he ſays that there is no God, he muſt 
exiſt that works ſuch a Wonder, and Holy and 
Reverend is his Name, though ſuch Blaſpheme 
ir, Thar he is Sovereign in the diſpenſing of 

Favours, He hath Mercy on whom He will, 
and whom He will he hardeneth ; fay nor, 
thou , let him do fo again and again, and then 
we will believe in him. This he hath done, 
that you may ſer your hope in him, and if .you 
believe, you ſhall ſee greater things z you are 
not for Signs when God gives them, but many 
would go totheDevil for Aſſurance of that which 
Gods denys them, as Sau! to the Witch at En- 
dor. Make not this the Ground of your Faith, 
for the word of Promile is the only Ground of 
Four Faith, but you may improve this ro the 
quickning of your Faith and Hope in God, 
with whom nothing is impoſſible, Zech. 8. 


He it is who brings down the High Tree, 
hath exalted the low Tree, hath dry<d up the 
green Tree, and made the dry Tree to flouriſh. 
Ezek, 17. 24 Heir is who healeth the broken 
in Spirit, and bindeth up their Wounds, P/. 1 4.7. 
3- It is he that ſhaketh Nations to pieces, and 
can cally joyn them together again, 
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But come a little nearer, and 
Mich, 4- Jeph. . behold what a new thing he 
&. 49. hath done on the Earth ; he 

protniſed I/a. 4.3. 19. "that 
he wou'd do a new thing, when he lay'd the 
Foundation of his Kingdom in the Blood of 
his Son, he promiſed to do 2 new thing in pro- 
pagating this Kingdom, that he would make 
her that halteth a remnant, and now may we 
nor behold what a new thing he hath wrought 
in the Earth, for the revwing and recovery of 
his People this day. If we narrowly obſerve 
his manger of doing this Cure, we ſhall not on- 
Iy fee whoſe i age it bears, ro whom it belongs, 
and from whom it came forth, but upon what 


errand, and what is bis defi jen in it, how much we 
ought to be concerned and taken up in conſiders 
ing this Operation of his Hand, that tends ſo 
much ro our Comfort, as elling us that his 
Name is nigh, and that Mercy ſhall be built up 


for ever. 


I, 
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I ſhall Propoſe ſome things to help to'a more'di- 
ſtint Diſcovery both! of the Agent, and the ARti- 
on. 


As firſt, He is alone in this Buſineſs ; he may 
lay of this as of his great Purchaſing Work, Iſa. 
63. That among all the People there was none to 


help, and therefore his Right Hand brought Sal- 


vation : And was it-not ſo in the Caſe in Hand ? 


\was he not alone in this great 'Work ? With 


whom took he Counſel? Who ſent for this Phy- 
fician ? did he not do it, before any knew it, 
leſt any ſhould ſay Our Right Hand hath done it? 
And if alone in it, acknowledge him as God a- 
lone, and give unto him the Glory due to his 
Name. Truſt perfeftly in him, and you ſhall find 
what you ſeek; receive what you ask, if Regular 


In your Petitions. 


2, He did it Immediately, he did not lead out 
the Poor Patient to preſs hard for a touch : of 
is Garment, he did not make a Salve of Clay 
and Spittle as ſometimes he did, he did not ſend 
0: the Pool of Som to' waſh, nor to Fordan, he 
lid "ot ſend a Miniſter with Power'to heal ; bar 
ie does all immediately without the aid of any, 
o make it a greater Teſtimony, :that it might 
Vork the more Powerfnlly, and that obdured A- 
teiſts may be the more unexcuſable; who Contemn 
nd Deſpalo If. Þ 
bg; He id not doit by halves, jointed it, and 

them to keep 1t-in ;' No, no; our Lord did - 
oy : only-do it, and that: yonmny but {o _ 

rule 


:-— _ 
ruled ſecond Cauſes, that they were reſtrain'd 
from doing eny thing that might reflect unbelief in 
them, or diſhonour on himſelf. As for God, Per- 
feft ts bis Way, Pal. 18. and he will Perfect what 
concerns his Church and People, P/al. 138. 


4He does it as a moſt free Agent, he remem- 
bers us in our low Condition, becauſe his Mercy 
endures for ever, When Mercy remembers, then 
Bowels of Mercy flow moſt freely out, they are 
like' the Rain that does not ſtay for Man. No- 
thing AAts more freely thay Grace. If any of 
you Quarrel with the Agent fot his noticing the 
low Condition of his Handmaid, he can ſtil] ſach 
a Foe with a May-not I do with my- own what 
I pleaſe? who dare ſay to bim, What doſt thou, 
pr. challenge him for this good Work ? 


5. He not only did it, but did it preventingh,| | 
for as its ſaid in another Caſe, Iſa. 66. Before| | 
ſhe) travelled ſhe brought forth, 10 this Poor thing 
was” Cured, either before ſhe pray'd, or while ſhe| t 
was :yet-:mraying. And though ſhe could: not Or- 
dex her. Speech by Reaſon of Darkneſs, yet he 
orders 'her Cure;:and as the Word of the Lord| c 
try*'d her, even fo by. the Power of his Word| n 
he. healed her:; like that Pſal.. ro7. He - ſent bi]. Þ 
Word. and healed *_ and cabered rem is 1 L: 
their. Deſtrwitions... ; | n 


6. Hedid it irreſiſtibly, what ſcorned the Phy k 
'ſician,. and deſpiſed-the Lance. of -the ' Chirurgeoq Sc 
and; would not budge ifor on That ae::fooly; re 
er: I his Ne tos: - pgs: - Ik opeybsc 4 ' Fi 
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the Joint no ſooner hears his Go, but it preſent- 
ly goes, and Bone comes to Bone at his Com-. 
mand. 


7. He did it moſt Eaſily, ſhe was not torn,nor 
thrown to the Ground, but was Cured without 


Pain; ſome Cures are as bad as the Diſeaſe, and 
- IneffeCtual alſo; all that can be ſaid is, that the 


Poor Patient has ſpent all on the Phyſicians, and 
is nothing the better; but here nothing more 
Cheap, nothing more Eaſfte to the Patient, no- 
thids more obliging vpon all to Adore, Admire, 
and be thankfol to this Bleſſed Operator, than this. 


8. And may I add, that he did this without 
Propheſying on theſe diſlocated Bones: Ezekiel was 
commanded to Propheſie upon his dry Bones, 
but he here without either Prayer or Propheſie, 
makes Bone come to Bone, and her to ſtand up 
as one come our of the Grave. And [I ſhall hum- 
bly Pray, that he would put his Spirit in her, 
that ſhe may live. 


9. He did it Openly in the fight of others, 
convincingly to all that will conſider it; he did 
not do it in a Corner, nor did he leave any 
place for any Mans doubting. May not Parents 


| ſay, We know this is our Daughter, and that 


ſhe was Lame from her Infancy, and that now 
we ſee her whole, but how or by- whom we 
know not? And may not ſhe anſwer, This is a 


z0ſ| Strange thing, that you know nor who hath Cu- 


* red me, ſeeing the Work declares that it's the 
af Finger of God that hath done all this ? 


- I 
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I ſhall Humbly and with Holy Reverence to 
* this Soveraign Operator, make a Modeſt inquiry 
and ſearch into his Mind . and Deſign in doing 
this, at fach a Time, in ſach a Manner, in ſuch 
a Place, on ſuch a Perſon. 


And firſt, May it not be for this End, to tell 
vs, that this which he hath done on this Poor 
Child is of a publick National Concernment, done 
when the King and both Houles of Parliament 
are Conſulting to make Crooked things ſtrait, 
* but to little Purpoſe? And 3ll for to lead them, 
- and all of us, to look to this Agent, who not 
only hath of his Mercy promiied to make Crook- 
ed things ſtraight before his People, and to lead 
them in a way that they knew not, as 1/a. 40. 4. 
and 42. 16. But hath alſo in his Providence made 
all Experience, how excellent he 1s in doing ſuch 
things, and yet makes no Crooked Lines himſelf, 
but what rends to his Glory ? does not he ſay 
to all, Behold ime, behold me, as eaſily as I have 
Cured and Jointed all things for the Comfort of 
this Patient, as eaſily can | make ſtraight what 
you have made Crooked, and make the Lame to 


leap for Joy? 


- 


| (2.) May not this be this Deſign, to help the 
pydbelief of his own, and to check the Atheiſm of 
ag in this Generation ? Doth not the Almigh- 

Jehovah'ſpeak out of this, 7 am God, and be- 
Fes me there is no God, '1 wound, and my Hands 


20 another Come; and” - bs comes, and to' a third 
D232 


make whol;; 1 ſay to one Go, and ke goes, and |. 
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Do this, and he does it? Will not the Atheiſts 
at the ſight of this, fall down, Confeſling that 
the Lord he is God, and Worm Facob take Cou- \ 
rage, hoping and reſting, that he will do great 

things? and ſhould not all of us pray, that he 
would encreaſe our Faith ? 


(3.) Does it not Call us to pray to the Lord, 
and to ſtir up our ſelves to take hold on him, in 
This time of his hiding, to hold kim, and not to 
let him go, till at leaſt he hath bleſſed us? He 
is a God hearing Prayer, He Commands to ſeek 
his Face, and his Strength Promiſed, that their 
Soul ſhall live that ſeek him; and lays all before 
you, ſaying, Be it unto thee even as thou wilt, 
and commands us to Wait till his Mercy come 
unto Us. 


(4.) Should not this make us more ſtudious 
to pleaſe him ? if you pleaſe him, you may have 
what you will, and that always: Chriſt was al- 
ways heard, and the Reaſon is, becauſe he did 
always the things that pleaſed God. If he take Plea- 
ſare in us, and we in him, he will do greater 
things than theſe. 


(5-) It may be to tell us, that our Caſe is not 
Hopeleſs when Helpleſs ; when Men give all for 
loſt, there is no Counſellor, none to Anſwer when 
God thus ſpeaks; no token for good, none to take 
vs by the Hand, none to bind up the wound, 
none to turn aſide to ask how we do, no heal- 
ng Medicine, all Phyſicians of no value, yet caſt 
ot away your Confidence ; here was one under 

| 3 As 
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£S bad Circumſtznces, whom God has reſtored 
wichout Hand. Say therefore with David, Pſal. 
T1. 14. 1 will Hope continually, and Praiſe him 
more and more ; For he hath done, is doing, and 
will do great things, that have not been told us, 
and what we looked not for. 


(6.) To let us fee, that with God nothing is 
impoſlible, Zuke 1. and that though the building 
up of the Nation, and of Zo in it, ſeeras won- 
derful in our Eyes, yet not ſo in his; as Zach. $8. 
Is it a ſtrange thing to you, that God ſhould 
make Crooked things ſtrait? yet it's not ſo co 
him, God hath wrought ſuch things frequently . 
in the Kingdoqs of the Earth. 


(7-) To put us upon ſerious ſearch after the 
Cauſe why we are not delivered, but ſtill bowed 
down, and our Calamities encreaſang. It is nor 
becauſe he cannot ſave alike with few as with 
many, but becauſe our Iniquity ſeparates between 
us and our God. This hath darkneGd all, we 
walk like Blind Men, becanſe of our Iniquity, 
Zeph. 1. This hath provoked the Spirit of the 
Lord to fight againft us, and to hold us for his 
Enemy. This is that, which hath deprived our 
Wiſe men of Wiſdom, ' and this is the Achan 1n 
the Camp, that hath cauſed the Mighty to daſh 
againſt the Mighty, ſo that both have faln ro- 
gether ; yea this is that which was the cauſe why 
our Valiant Men were ſwept away, they could 
not ſtand becauſe the Lord did drive them : ſe 


Jer. 4.0. 12, 13. ; 
(8.) To 


our Zion, Joel 3: ult- 


. Scriptures. O ! that we knew the Scriptures 


' In the Providence, but there is plerity of Rain in 


Fleſh ; this gotrs an abundance. To try what 
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(8.) To tell all how near God may be to us 
in onr- Extremity,, and how ſoon, yea and ealily 
too, without our feared Convulſions, and renting 
of us to pieces, yea, and how moſt unexpectedly he 
can ſet all in order again 3 how quickly» was he 
Work done on this poor Patient! Why he car 
bring forth a Nation at once; he can take away the 
Iniquity of the land in one day : he can cleanſe the 
blood that hath not been clean ſed, that he may awell in 


(9.) That thereby he may revive the Authority 
of his Word, gain it more Reſpect amongſt ſuch 
an antiſcriptural Generation, and to make us all 
ſearch"the Scriptures more than we have done 
conſrderftig that this poor "Chik#tieewitky che great 
Power of God to heal her, when reading the 


and the Power of God more than ever ! And 
may not Chriſt's v-ords be ſaid to many, Ye do 
err not knowing the Scriprares and the Power of God,thaT 
gives an Account of our hoped for RefureQion 
and Reviving, that Glory may dwell in our Land, 
1n the day oi our being Maniteſted to be the Sons 
of God ? 


(10.) To :ry all of us how we will welcome 
and entertain a Drop from Heaven, ?*cil] he ſend 
down the plcatifal Rain, to confirm the wearied 
laheritarce, as P/al. 68. 7,9. Here is but a drop 


the Promiſe ; / will pour out my Spirit on all 


C 4 you 
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+ you eſteem of a day of ſmall things, do not de- 
- ſpiſe them, ;.for. you ſhall ſee greater ; make”,not 
1 light of the. Earneſt of the-Spirit, for, it ſerves .to 
confirm a great Bargain. $ uy  y 


tlie; May. it .not be for; this, end, to. tell. us, 
+ That rather than; his People ſhould be deſtroyed, 
-and: his Work cauſed to ceaſe, .be will begin. with 
{bs as of Old, when he laid the Foundations, and 
Thar becauſe. the: Foundations-.Aare. out of courſe. 
As he ſaid ic. 7. 15. According to the Days where- 
in 1 brought you out of Egypt, accordingly I will do. 
marvellous things for thee » And who can lett, it God 
will thns- work ? and ſhall it not be then ſaid, O 
what hath God wrought, and what Wicked thing 
:ſhall live when God: ſhall do theſe things? . Lafiyz Fo 


2 


#2 Again, It may be this may be a part of our Lord's 
'Deſign:in this, to Call us to review what he hath 
been doing for. us theſe few Years paſt : Hath he 
not been doing Marvels ?. Did he not marvelloully 
deliver us when next to-Ruine ? Hath he not mar- 
vellouſly revived the Witneſſes that lay dead for a 
long time.? Hath he not marvellouſly preſerved and 
continued our Peace and Tranquility, wher all about 
us have been infeſted with Wars ? Hath he not won- 
derfully preſerved the Sacred Perſon of our King in 
greateſt hazards, 'when thouſands have fallen at his 
' right Hand, with'a Torch not mine Anointed ? Hath 
he not to a.marvel preſerved your Trading Fleet, 
in the defpite. of all the Power of France and Miſ- 
carriages of others ? And now by this ſweet Re- 


membrancer he calls us to call oyer all theſe with 
| B 


| 
| 
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a thankfull and humble Spirit, looking to him who 
can lead the Blind 'in a Way that they know not, 
and make Crooked things ſtraight before us, and 
Will not forſake us ? 


Again, May not this be a part of his Deſign, 
to tell us by this as by his former glorious Pro- 
vidences, that his Name. is near, Pſal. 75. 2. That 
thy Name is near, thy glorious Works declare ? He 
bath been cotning this long time, his Work goes be- 
fore him, to tell that he is coming ; and why may 
we not ſay of this glorious Work, that it comes 
to tell us that he is near ? 


Again, May not this be a part of his Deſign, 
ro encourage the faint Sons of Zion to plead with 
him, and to give him no reſt, till he make Feru- 


(/alcm the Praiſe of the whole Earth ? If one Beg- 
gar ſee another ſpeed well at a Door, it will make 


others run thicher. Now ſecing here you find by whom 
a Poor lame Beggar was relieved,Jet this enconrage 
2ll tro Beg importunarely, till he ariſe and have 
Mercy on Z1on, ſeeing, the time to Favour her is 
come. 


Again, May it not be, to tel] us that he hath 
put on Zeal as a Cloak, and that he will perform 
whatever he hath Promiſed to his People, if it 
ſhould coſt him never ſo many Miractes, and that 
he hath cloathed himſelf with Vengeance to ren- 


der a Recompenſec to his Enemies? J/a. 59. 17, 18. 


Again, May it not be for this End, to tell the 
ſearful and jealous, who ſay that he hath oe — 
aken 
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DBken and forgotten us, that he is yet in the 
midſt of us doing Wonders? Do you not ſee 
them ? will you not behold this New thing, which 
hath not been told us till it was done, and is 
more than your Congregations have heard in 
your day ? 


Laſtly, May not this be ſent to tell you, that 
the Phyiician is not wearied in waiting, has not 


glven / us over unto. Death, though our Difeaſe|' 


be mortal; and that though we vex his Spirit 
by uſing contrary Medicirs, and by our wilful 
diſuſing, if not rejecting of proper things for our 
Difcale, yet he will for his own Names fake de- 
ferr his Anger, and will upon the ſame account 
blot out our Iniquities, will not contend for ever, 


leſt the /pirirs ſhould fail before him, and the ſouls j ) 


that he hath made ? 


Haviig now conlidered theſe particulars, [ 
ſhall only diret a few words to all concerned 
in this great Wonder thus wrought of God: 
And Firjt, To rhe Patient, thar ſhe muſt not reſt 
on this ourivard and bodily Cure, but look after 
the inpard Stare of her Soul. It's true, our 
Lord, in curing Bodies, be cured the Souls ol 


his Patients. too, yet theſe two may be ſepa},. 
xate ; therefore, ſtudy ro know the ſad State off. 


your Soul by Nature, nothing leſs than Regene- 


pop yy 


rating Grace can make you whole, and you mull 
ſtill ply the Phyſician till he hath perfe&ted his 
work of Grace in you, and crowned you witl 
Glory ; You muſt riſe and ſhine in your Faith 
Lowe and Hope, and ſtudy to confecrate all __ 
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Lord, elſe you Render not to him according. to 
his Goodneſs towards you. 


Secondly, To Atheiſts; Why do you deny him 
that made you, that hath bought you ? Why do 
you count the great things he hath, written To 
you a ſtrange thing? Why do you thus reſiſt all 
the Wirneſſes for God ? Why what advantage do 


{you propoſe to your ſelves ? Will you make your 


ſelves gods, that you may wallow in your own 
Filch, and are you nor aſhamed to be dirty Dung- 
hill gods ? What will you do when this God riſeth 
up ? to whom will you flee ? where will you leave your 
glory ? 1 ſaid you are gods, but you ſhall dye like 
mn, Will you put out the. Eyes of Omniſcien- 


»|cy, aud ſay he does not fee ? Will you tye Om- 
q=ipotency that it ſhall not Work ? Wil you har- 


den your ſelves againſt God. ard yet proſper? O 
that at laſt you would be Wiſe, and conſider your 
latter End ! 


A Third Word to the People of God : It's for 
your takes he hath wrought this Wonder ; he calls 
you that are dead to behold it, and be quickened ; 
he calls on the Lawe, the Blind, the Murmurer, 
the Scammerer, to behoid and come to this great 


Author of Salvation to be Cured. He calls to the 


Concerned who faint and fear, be of good Cou- 
rage, he 1s with thee, and holds thee by his right 


4 
*% 


Hand 'till his Healing Time come. © He calls to 
the Waiters on him and for him, to renew their 
ſtrength : Yea, he calls to all Concerned, to come 


Jand employ him who makes Crooked things S:rait, 


and who will do theſe things to us, and will not 
| for- 


% 
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forſake us, but build us up to be a Holy People 
to himſelf. 


I might have been larger in the perticular Ap- 
plication, but I intended only to hint at things, 
and am ſenſible that ſome things to this purpoſe 
have been dropt all along this Diſcourſe. 


ERRAT A. 
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Family-Altar, EreCted to the Honour of the 
| Eternal God : Or a Soleman Eſſay to promote 
the Worſhip of God in Private Houſes: Being ſome 


, unworthy Miniſter of the Goſpel. With the Beſt 
Entall : Or Dying Parents Living Hopes for their 
ſarviving Children, grounded upon the Covenant 

of Gods Grace, with Believers and their Seed. Be- 
ing a ſhort Diſcourſe upon 2 Sam. 23. 5- Wherein 
1s a ColleCtion of ſeveral Covenant-Promiſes to ſup- 
port the Faith, and ſome Pleas to direct and quick= 
en the Prayers of Gods Covenanted People for their 

{ſurviving Poſterity. By the ſame Anthor. 


A plain Diſcourſe about Raſh and Sinful Anger ;, as 

2 Help for fach as are willing to be relieved againſt 
ſo ſad and too generally prevailing a Diſtemper even 
amongſt Profeſſors of Religion. Being the Sub- 
ſtance. of ſome Sermons Preached'at /Harncieſter in 
Lancaſhire, By Henry Newcome. M.; A: and a Mi- 
viiter ot the Goſpel there. © SPOTS. 0 
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Books Newly Printed for 


A Preſent for ſuch as have been Sick and are reco- 
yered ; vr a Diſcourſe concerning the Good which 
comes out of the Evil of Aﬀtittion. Being ſeveral 
Sermons, Preached after his being raiſed from a Bed 
of Languiſhing. By Nathanael Vincent, M. A. Mi- 
niſter of the Goſpel. 


The Poor M2n*s Help, and Young Man's Guide : | 
Containing 1. Doftrical Inſtructiois for the right ; 
Informing of his Judgment. 2. Practical DireCti- 
ons for the General Courſe of his Life. 3. Paiticu- 
tar Advices for the Well-managing of every Day : 
With Reference ro his r. Natural Ations. 2. Ci- 
vil Imployments. 3. Neceſſary Recreations. 4. Re- 
tigtous Duties: Particularly 1. Prayer. Publick in 
the Congregation. Private in the Family. Secret 
in the Cloſet. 2. Reading the Holy Scriptures. 
3. Hearing of the Word Preached. 4. Receiving | 
of the Lords Supper. Unto which is added an Ear- 
neſt Exhortation unto all Chriſtians to the Love and 
PraCtice of Univerſal Holineſs. By Wiltam Burkizt, 
M. A. of Pembrook- Hall iti Cambridge, now Vicar of 
Deaham in Eſſex. 
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The Rod, or the Sword, The Preſent Dilemma of 
the Nations of England, Scorland, and Ireland, Con 
fidered, Argued, and Improved; ir. a Diſcourſe 
from Ezekiel 21. ver. 13. By a True Friend to the 
Proteſt ant Intereſt, and the Preſent Government. 


-The Preſent Aſpect -of our Times, and of the 
Extraordinary ConjunCtion of Things therein. In 


-.a Rational View and Proſpect of the ſame ; as it 
PIR reſpects 
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and fold by Tho. Parkhurſt. 


reſpeC&ts the Publick Hazard and Safety of Brittain 
in this Day. | 


An Account of the Bleſſed Trinity, argued from 
the Nature and Perfeftion of the Supream Spi- 
rit, Coincident with the Scripture Doftrine, in all 
the Articles of the Catholick Creeds ; together 
with its 1. Myſtical, Faderal, 3. Praftical Uſes 
* | in the Chriſtian Religion. By William Burrough, 
t ; ReCtor of Chynes in Bucks. 


